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Your partner in pension protection 

The issue of public pensions has 
been in the news recently and 
that’s not likely to change.  With 
the economy taking so long to recover, the 
spotlight will shine on pensions for some time.  
Most people agree that California’s finances are 
in trouble, yet few agree on the cause.  Public 
pensions are NOT to blame.  Here are some 
facts from the CalRTA Contact that the media 

does not report: 

1.  Lowering benefits for new hires won’t have 
significant impact on budgets for at least 20 

years.   

2. Changing new hires to 401(k) accounts will 
cost the state more—CalSTRS would have 
to run two retirement systems at the same 

time.   

3. Closing the plan entirely to new hires won’t 
help the unfunded liability—the obligation 

still exists.    

4. Benefits have actually been reduced        
because longevity bonus sunsetted on 

12/13/10.” 

After having been in contact regularly with 
those still on “active duty”, I understand the new 
retirees reluctance to go to another meeting.  
However, if you make him/her aware of the 
above information and point out that their future 
is in the hands of politicians, maybe they would 
agree to join us to protect our pensions.  
Elected officials respond to numbers of voters.  
Let’s increase our numbers!  See you October 

12th.  Bring a friend! 

                 Jan Lansing, President 

The October program will feature The        
Melodears presenting “SAY IT WITH MUSIC!”  
Their program will highlight one song from each 
of the programs they have presented over the 
past decade.  Put October 12th on your        
calendar now and don’t miss this entertaining 

presentation.   

For those who missed “Old New Wrinkles” in 
September, you missed an entertaining and fun 
program.  Also, don’t forget that our chorus 
meets on Thursdays at 9:30 am and will be   
doing our Christmas program in December.      

          Wayne Bright, Vice President 

Melodears “Say It With Music” 
October 12th—11:00 am 

Ed Center 

Improvements on our building are continuing.  We 
are pleased that a former client and church group 
has returned!  Rentals have improved.  Let’s hope it 

continues!      Wally Taylor, President Ed Center 

Calendar—October, 2011 

Chorus Rehearsals every Thursday    9:30 am 

Oct 6 Ed Center Board     9:00 am 

Oct 12 Library Social    9:00 am 

 Blood Pressure    9:00 am 

 Business Meeting   10:00 am 

 “Melodears”   11:00 am 

 Lunch    12:00 pm 

Oct 18 Halcyon Board    8:00 am 

 Division Board    9:00 am 

 Foundation Board   10:30 am 

 Nov 10 Flu Shots  2-4:00 pm 



October  Menu 
Make checks payable to Lourdes Burge $10.00 

Coleslaw 

BBQ Meatloaf 

Mashed Potatoes  

Mixed Veggies 

Dinner Rolls 

Peach Cobbler 

Treasurer’s Report—Sept. 1 1, 

    Savings $  3,848.86 

    Checking $  6,056.63 

    Total    $  9,905.49 

Contact Mike Farley for full financial report at  
mstioga1@me.com 

Phone reservations by Monday before the meeting to: 

Jan Peterson  227-6575 

Maybelle Thornhill 227-3120 

During the last year, several concerns about     

pensions (city, county, state) have surfaced.  

Most of these concerns have not been        

directed to STRS.  Nevertheless, we expect 

pensions programs to go through the state 

initiative process. 

May I recommend that when initiative     

passers come your way ignore them.  We’ll 

keep you posted.  You can help CalRTA’s    

preparedness by adding money to our PAC. 

I’ll have envelopes at future meetings.   

Wally Taylor, Legislative Chair    

Legislative Report 

White Elephant 

It’s a new year, so look your best 

With Elli’s treasures, be “best 

dressed”! 

And all you spend, never fear,  

Helps new teachers start their year! 

And the goblins will getcha, if you don’t! 

Meet Your Division Board 

Marie Prinz was our Fresno Division President 
from 2004-06.  She was born in Wichita,     
Kansas and was raised with three brothers, so 
it is a great possibility that she knows how to 

stand up for herself! 

You’ll have to ask her how and when she got to 
Bakersfield because she graduated from East 
Bakersfield High and Bakersfield Jr. College.  
She also attended and graduated from CSU-

Fresno. 

Marie taught a total of 34 years in Livingston, 
CA and Fresno Unified.  She worked in grades 
5-9 and mostly 8th grade English.  Husband, 
Don, taught math at Edison High and Fresno 

High.  They have three children. 

Marie volunteers at the Valley Animal Center, 
Hinds Hospice, Tehipite Middle School and San 
Joaquin Gardens.  Three of her lucky neighbors 
h a v e  M a r i e  w a l k  t h e i r  d o g s .   
Marie is a member of Epsilon Sigma Alpha,  an 

international women’s service organization. 

Division 10 is very fortunate to have Marie.  Her 
involvement includes Chair of the Laura E.   
Settle scholarship, Secretary of the Foundation 
Board, plus being on the Halcyon and Ed    

Center Boards.   

Marie is a hard worker and is always willing to 
help when asked.  Her pleasant personality and 
quick wit makes it such a joy to be with her.  
Thank you, Marie.  You are a welcome sight at 

each meeting. 

                 Jan Lansing, President 

Ed Center & Scholarship 

Memorials Given—Sept. 2011 

Joyce Dale 
 Mary Lou Stewart 

Frank Darden 
Isabelle Kabrelian 

Anna & Dorman Turnipseed 

 Louise Dorman 
Anna & Dorman Turnipseed 

George Helghatian 

A.B. & Jan Lansing 

Allen Macy  
Barbara Mendes 

Bette Samuelson 

Charles Miller 
Bette Samuelson 

Richard Stein 
Bonnie Brown 



 
Arthur Foston 

Lenore “Becky” Gilfillan 

Rosemary Lawrence 

Allen Macy 

Donald McDonald 

Charles Miller 

Charles Mitchell 

Pamela Sawyer 

 

“The music in my heart I bore long after it 

 was heard no more.”                   Wordsworth 

In Memoriam 

Welcome New Members: 

Carol Bruce    2250 Myrtle   Sanger, CA  93657 875-0044 

Reynold Campus   1608 E Portland   Fresno, CA  93720 298-8061 

Tim Fujii    1123 N Adler   Clovis, CA  93612 298-9443 

Jean Marie Gerdes   2232 3rd   Sanger, CA93657 875-6366 

Jeanne L. Heinrichs-Suhr  3043 E Terrace   Fresno, CA  93703 227-5857 

Judy Kay Lanfranco   6389 N Feland   Fresno, CA  93711 435-4566 

Shelley D. Powell   7540 N 8th St.   Fresno, CA  93720 432-8741 

Susan Stonehouse   PO Box 989   Clovis, CA  93613 298-7127 

Changes: 

June Babula    2129 Magellan Dr  Oakland, CA  94611 

Walter Becker    PO Box 1241   Escondido, CA  92033 

Phyllis Bishop    16192 W Natalie   Kerman, CA  93630 

Laura Christensen   2378 E Christopher Dr  Fresno, CA  93720 

Lillian Colyer    PO Box 231   Silver City, NM  88062 

Edna Daves    1576 W Roberts  Fresno, CA  93711 

Dinah Grace Davis   200 Olive Springs Rd  Soquel, CA  95073 

Annetta M. Dillon   6050 N San Pablo   Fresno, CA  93704 

Jean Eten    1715 E Alluvial #286  Fresno, CA  93720 

Christina Esparza   1171 Twinberry   Clovis, CA  93619 

Richard Firpo    645 E Champlain #122  Fresno, CA  93730 

Alvina O. Friederich   1100 E Spruce #362  Fresno, CA  93720 

Irene Hertle    41136 Carmel Rd  Palmdale, CA  93551 

Earla Hillis    1148 N Lamer   Burbank, CA  91506 

Josephine Hinckley   200 Glenwood Cir #111  Monterey, CA  93940 

Charles Holland    1881 St. John #37-N  Seal Beach, CA  90740 

Gary Jackson    710 W Redwood  Sallisaw, OK  74955 

Doris Jorgensen   1250 Rorden #201  Selma, CA  93662 

Eileen Kilner    8 West Loop   Madera, CA  93637 

Helen Newton-Lagergren  3400 Paul Sweet #D103  Santa Cruz, CA  95065 

Duane Long    5361 N 3rd St #h  Fresno, CA  93710 

Maryjane McCullough   4730 N Windward Way  Clovis, CA  93619 

Virginia Mills    1715 E Alluvial #113  Fresno, CA  93720 

Jacob Pell    8824 N 10th   Fresno, CA  93720 

O Maxine Richardson   12821 E American  Del Rey, CA  93616 

Shirley Wallace    5295 N Goldenrod  Kerman, CA  93630 

Thelma E Ware    7615 80th Ave NE  Marysville, WA  98270 

Norman Wiens    2535 N Harrison  Fresno, CA  93704 

Cheer & Courtesy 

If you are aware of any of our members who 
could use a card of cheer or remembrance, 

please contact me.        

               Sylvia Kaprielian, Chair   

Arlene Merrow and Anita Edelman 
will serve our refreshments at 9:00 
on Oct. 12 in the Library.  Ruth 
Ellis Condon will entertain us on 
the piano.  Our thanks to all our volunteers! 

       Stella Helghantian, Chair 

Library Social 
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E. Saginaw 

California Retired Teachers Association, Division 10 

3930 E Saginaw Way  Fresno, CA  93726 

Websites:  crtafresno.com, calrta.com, calstrs.com 

Under the Umbrella 

Many people wonder how long they should hold onto     
personal financial information.  A tax expert, Greta Hicks, 
put together an informative list.  Check with your financial 
and legal advisors too.  IRS.gov is a good online web 

source.  “How long should I keep this?” 

3 years:  Bank statements, deposit slips, income         
documents, tax deduction expenses & deduction         
documents/credit card receipts, correspondence,           
deductible paid invoices.  After sold—purchase documents, 
sales documents, real estate settlement statements, deeds, 
mortgage.  3-8 years:  cancelled checks, earning records, 
insurance records.  Indefinitely:  General Ledgers, Tax  
Returns, W-2s, 1099s, Tax correspondence, Stock        
certificates, Bonds, Contracts & Agreements, Deeds & 

Easements, Patents, Retirements & Pension Records. 

Century Club—Sept, 2011 

Althea Heinrich 

Mary Lou Stewart 

Laura E. Settle Scholarship 

Emily Rossignol is our Laura E. Settle        
Scholarship winner! 

Halcyon Apt Board of Directors Ballotð2012-14 term 

Bring to Nov 9, 2011      Vote for 3: 

election meeting, or mail to:     _______Wayne Bright 

Halcyon Ballot       _______Rennie Campos 

3930 E Saginaw Way      _______Wes Nelson 

Fresno, CA  93726       _______Barbara Stein 


