
 My sincere thanks to all of you for your cards, 
letters, and messages to my husband A.B. and 
me.  He is now out of the hospital and in a  
nursing, rehabilitation home.  Hopefully, with 
time, he will begin to heal.  However, the     
  doctors may have to do some    
  exploratory surgery.  Please keep 

  us in your thoughts and prayers. 

         See you at the November 9th                 

            meeting.   

                   Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  

                                       Jan Lansing, President 
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Your partner in pension protection 

When was the last time you    
visited our zoo? I just searched 
the internet for Fresno's zoo and I 
learned more about the zoo than 
I had ever known. It was Roeding Park Zoo in 1929, 
Fresno Zoo in 1985, Chaffee Zoo in 1990 and finally in 
May of 2006 it was renamed to Fresno Chaffee Zoo. On 
November 9th we will have the current CEO of the zoo 
bring us up to date on what its' current status is and his 

vision of where he hopes it to be in the future.  

Scott Barton is a Fresno native, attended Fresno State 
and started his zoo career at the (then) Roeding Park Zoo. 
Since then he has worked in a number of zoos around the 
country: Reid Park Zoo (Tucson) and Disney's Animal 
Kingdom in Florida, just to name a couple. He returned to 
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo in 2009 as the CEO, excited to 
return home and to use his experience in zoo              
management, exhibit design, animal care, and guest    
service in making Fresno Chaffee Zoo one of the best 
zoos in the country. I saw one of his presentations last 
year and was quite impressed. Please mark your         
calendars for November 9th and join us for a very         

interesting program.               

Wayne Bright, Vice President 

“Zoo ” 
November 9th—11:00 am 

Ed Center 

As a result of your contributions we have spent 
money to upgrade our facility.  We hope to    
improve our parking lot and also our garden.  
The stage curtains are ordered and will be    
installed soon.  We appreciate your help and 

support.       

Wally Taylor, President Ed Center 

Calendar—November, 2011 

Chorus Rehearsals every Thursday   9:30 am 

Nov 1 Ed Center Board   9:00 am 

Nov 9 Library Social    9:00 am 

 Blood Pressure    9:00 am 

 Business Meeting 10:00 am 

 Program  11:00 am 

 Lunch   12:00 pm 

Nov 10 Flu Shots   2-4:00 pm 

Nov 15 Division Board Mtg  9:00 pm 

Nov 16  Ebleskiver breakfast  8-11 am 

Welcome New Members! 

Kirk Anderson 



November  Menu 
Make checks payable to Lourdes Burge $10.00 

Garden Salad 

Turkey & Cornbread Dressing 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Buttered Carrots 

Cranberry Sauce 

Dinner Rolls, Pumpkin Pie 

Phone reservations by Monday before the meeting to: 

Jan Peterson  227-6575 

Maybelle Thornhill 227-3120 

Treasurer‟s Report—Oct. 1 1, 

    Savings $  3,849.49 

    Checking $  6,903.69 

    Total    $10,753.18  
Contact Mike Farley for full financial report at  

mstioga1@me.com 

Pensions have been under attack in the last 

four years.  CalSTRS is on the list.  An article 

in the Fresno Bee on Sunday, October 18, 

2011 is an example.  We may be facing an 

initiative of some sort that would become a 

problem.  We need to contribute to our 

PAC.  Envelopes are available in our office.  

Use them! 

Wally Taylor, Legislative Chair    

Legislative Report 

White Elephant 

Be ready for the blasts of November 

Buy Elli treasures and help you 

 remember 

Our new teachers, who need help their goals to meet 

No better way for us to greet! 

“Old” New Wrinkles 

September, 2011 Program 

Memorials Given—Oct. 2011 

George Helghatian 

Vi Bedford 

It Makes Sense 

The division board has voted to make a small 
change in our newsletter policy.  From now on 
we will no longer print addresses and phone 
numbers.  Privacy is a huge issue, and besides 
the hard copy which most of you receive by 
mail, we post it on our website.  The only time 
we will print your information is when we print 
the directory (every 2 years).  Prior to  printing 
we will give members a chance to opt out of 
putting their information in the directory, even 
though it is much safer, since it is only mailed to 
members.  New members will, in the future, 

only be listed by name. 

Barbara Mendes, Editor 



 
 

David Bonetto 

Meredith Epinette 

Suzanne Madrigal 

Lorna Stewart 
 

"The mystery of love is greater than the  

mystery of death." ~ Author Unknown  

In Memoriam Cheer & Courtesy 

If you are aware of any of our members who 
could use a card of cheer or remembrance, 

please contact me.        

               Sylvia Kaprielian, Chair   

Donna Garcia  and  Jenny      
Santel lano wi l l  serve  our             
refreshments at 9:00 on Nov. 9 in 
the Library.  Jeanne Nelson will  
entertain us on the piano.  Our thanks to all our 

volunteers!      Stella Helghantian, Chair 

Library Social 

Again we are asking your help to find       

retired teachers to join CalRTA.  Many of 

our new members join due to your efforts.                

        Donna Garcia & Carol East,  

Membership Co-chair 

Membership 

Ed Center Rentals 

Retired Teachers Week 

We will be celebrating Retired Teachers Week 
at our November 9 meeting.  Several of our 25 
year members have responded to the 270 letters 
sent out to inform them that they will be      
honored on that day.  There will be a display of 
their information in the foyer, and a special   
table where they will sign in.  Congratulations 
to all these faithful members and to all hard 

working retirees that will be honored by      
CalRTA and your communities during this   

traditional celebration of your service. 

Special thanks go to Donna Garcia and Carol 
East, our membership co-chairs for their part in 
making this occasion one we will fondly        
remember.      Bette Samuelson, Historian 

Granddaughter getting married?  Large holiday family 
gathering?  What about that retirement party coming up!   
Consider renting the Ed Center for your  festive events.  It 
can seat up to 250 people—tables and chairs provided.  

Phone 229-6351 to discuss your needs! 

Chorus 

The Retired Teachers' Chorus continues to 
meet every Thursday morning in the Library. 
We currently have about 40 members. On the 
first Thursday morning of every month, we have 
a "Thirty Minute Social," where members bring 
refreshments, and we have time to visit and get   
acquainted with each other. In mid December 
we will take a winter break and resume chorus 
rehearsals on Thursday, January 18, 2012. The 
spring program, "Sentimental Journey," will  
feature songs about places across the United 
States. When you get your calendar for the 
New Year, mark January 19, and join us for 

singing and FUN!!       

       Sandra Bright, Chorus Director 

„Tis to Laugh 

A grandmother was telling her little           
granddaughter what her own childhood was 
like.  “We used to skate outside on a pond.  I 
had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a 
tree in our front yard.  We rode our pony.  We 

picked wild raspberries in the woods.” 

The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in.  
At last she said, “I sure wish I’d gotten to know 

you sooner!” 
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E. Saginaw 

California Retired Teachers Association, Division 10 

3930 E Saginaw Way  Fresno, CA  93726 

229-6351 

Websites:  crtafresno.com, calrta.com, calstrs.com 

Application to Join CalRTAñFresno Division 10 

Choices:  Dues deduction $3.50 per month, $42 yearly payment, or $840 life membership 

Dues Deducation :  $ 3.50 per month (deducted from STRS warrant.) 

I authorize the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS) to deduct my CalRTA dues.  Should the amount of dues be 
adjusted, as deemed necessary by CalRTA, I authorize that the adjusted deductions shall continue unless I notify the 
CalRTA business office in writing to the contrary.  To terminate dues deduction, I agree to make my request in writing to 
the CalRTA office.  

Yearly Membership:  $ 42 per year (please enclose check) 

Life Membership:  $840  (please enclose check) 

(New members are eligible for a free luncheon voucher at a monthly CalRTA meeting if you sign up for dues deduction.) 

Social Security #:       Email: 

 
Name:         Retired from: 

Address: 

City:    State:   Zip:  Telephone: 

 

Signature: 

Mail to CalRTA Membership * 3930 E Saginaw Way * Fresno, CA  93726 * 229-6351 


