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President’s Message

The notion that all public workers are
collecting fat pensions is simply not

true. The average public pension in
California is $26,000 a year. California retired
teachers who do not collect Social Security
earn an average of $3,300 a month after an
average of 27 years in the classroom.

The headline grabbing pensions topping
$100,000 sensationalized by pension busters,
amount to less than 2% of public pensions.
Public employee pensions amount to just 3% of
California’s budget. Overhauling California’s
public pension system will not make a dent in
the state’s current budget shortfall. The above
facts can enable you to educate your neighbors
and friends to the truth!

Have a wonderful Christmas!
Jan Lansing, President

“What is Christmas?”
December -14th 11:00 am

The name of our winter program is “Christmas
Is_ ?” and it is filled with fun and upbeat
music. As the first song states, Christmas is
sleigh bells, sharing, holly, caring, memories,
and much, much more. Mark your calendar for
December 14th. Come join your great CalRTA
Division Chorus in celebrating the holiday
season. Who knows? You may even learn
whether Santa has ever had the Measles!!

Also, | would like to remind you again that the
chorus will take a break over the holidays, but
will start working on their spring program at
their first meeting on January 19, 2012. We
have fun, so come join us!

Wayne Bright, Vice President

Calendar—December, 2011

Dec 14 Library Social 9:00 am
Blood Pressure 9:00 am
Business Meeting 10:00 am
Program 11:00 am
Lunch 12:00 pm
Jan3 Ed Center Board 9:00 am
Jan 11 Tri Tip Luncheon 11-1:00 pm
Jan 17 Division Board Mtg 9:00 am

Attention LLC Investors

Since there was no provision in the LLC
agreement to list a beneficiary, you should
attach a note to your heir(s) instructing them to
contact the Ed Center office In September,
2014 regarding your investment.

Barbara M. Stein, LLC Treasurer

Ed Center

We have almost completed our efforts to
upgrade the building. We still need to fix the
parking lot and garden area. Thanks to many
helpers, both financial and otherwise for their
support.

Wally Taylor, President Ed Center




December Menu

Make checks payable to Lourdes Burge
$10.00

Garden Salad
_ Roast Beef w/Gravy
R Roasted Red potatoes
Buttered Whole Corn
Dinner Rolls
Mini Cheesecakes

Phone reservations by Monday before the meeting to:
Jan Peterson 227-6575
Maybelle Thornhill 227-3120

Treasurer’s Report—Oct. 1
$ 3,850.14

$ 7,272.96
Total $11,123.10

Contact Mike Farley for full financial report at
mstiogal@me.com

Savings

Checking

Ed Center Rentals

Did you know that we are the only retired teachers group
in the State of California that own their own building?
Rentals and outside activities help support and maintain
the costs of upkeep. If you have need for a large space,
we can accommodate up to 250! Call us 229-6351.

Under the Umbrella

A threat to your privacy could lurk C 4

down the street or even down the
hall.  Many copy machines in offices or
commercial shops keep digital files of the
material they copy, print, scan, or fax on an
internal hard drive. That information often
remains on the machine when it's sold or
trashed and could easily be retrieved by identity
thieves.

Some commercial copiers completely and

automatically erase the last file scanned, but

they cost more than others. Until safer
machines are more widespread:

e Ask the staff at a copy shop whether its
machines have security safeguards.

o Just copy. There is actually a greater risk
when copies are used for printing, scanning,
or faxing than when used solely for copying.

e Use a home printer. Copiers built into those
printers hold data in a buffer and only long
enough to print it once.

Bette Samuelson, Resources Chair

Memorials Given—Nov. 2011

Linda Richardson Trachman
Judith Richardson

White Elephant

Christmas is comin’, but enuff scholarhip
funds are not!

“Please-to-put-a penny in” our project’s pot
(buy a lot)!

Help new teachers reach their goals,
Striving despite the razzle dazz!

Elle’s sparkling bling will make your wardrobe sing and
you will delight in “All-that-jazz”!

Legislative Report

In our state, laws are passed as a general rule
by the legislature. However, we have recourse
to other methods, i.e., initiatives (we've had lots
of these), referendum (very little) and recall
(some). All of these require signatures of voters
and finally election. In the past voting on these
would occur in the June primary or November
elections. The legislature recently passed and
the governor signed legislation requiring that
voting on such would take place in the
November elections.

It should be noted that more people vote in
November and the feeling was that this vote
needed to occur then. There appears to be a
group which wishes to return to the old way
(June and/or November). Thus, we may see a
vote to change the new (November) back to
the old (June, November). This proposal would
be called a referendum. CalRTA has not taken
a position on this referendum at this time.
Personally | favor the new law.

Wally Taylor, Legislative Chair




In Memoriam

Bernardine Daniels
Alma Epp
Betty Kloppenburg
Mary Miller
Marie Montgomery
Don Potts

Lorna Stewart
Linda Trachman

William Williams

"What we have once enjoyed we can never lose.
All that we love deeply becomes a part of us." ~
Helen Keller

Cheer & Courtesy

If you are aware of any of our members who
could use a card of cheer or remembrance,
please contact me.

Sylvia Kaprielian, Chair

Library Social

Beverly Thompson and Sandra
Imbrogno will serve our
refreshments at 9:00 on Dec. 14, in
the Library. Nancy Nercessian will
entertain us on the piano. Our thanks to all our
volunteers! Stella Helghantian, Chair

Know Your Board

Bobby Clark was born in Fresno to Bob and Frances Clark
(Bob Sr. is the one who leads the singing at our general
meetings.)

Bobby’s education included attendance at Alice Birney,
Fort Miller, McLane High, Reedley College and CSU
Fresno. He majored in Physical Education with a minor in
Biological Science.

Bobby taught over 31 years at Yosemite High and Merced
Continuation High. He states that he wasthe Science
Department. At one time or another he taught Biology,
Earth, Chemistry, B&W photography, Medical First
Responder, and Intramural Sports. For 2 years he was a
mentor teacher.

After being widowed in 1998, he married Bonnie in 2005.
They were both kindergarten students of our own Sylvia
Kaprelian. Their family includes 3 sons and daughters-in-
law, 6 grandchildren and 3 sisters and brothers-in-law.
His history includes playing and singing with bands,
photography (video), volunteer fireman, EMT, volunteering
with new Hope Church serving senior lunches and other
needs. Hobbies include: Fishing, Camping, metal
detecting prospecting, home improvement, and now his
first attempt at a vegetable garden.

Bonnie and he enjoy a time share in Laguna Beach. In
the future they hope to purchase a travel trailer and tour
the U.S.

We depend a great deal on Bobby to run our sound
system. It can be tricky and sometimes “obstinate”, but he
makes it work! He is also our “handyman” and we depend
on him to make many things run smoothly. Bobby, you
have our utmost appreciation!

25 Year Members Honored

About 30 twenty-five year members were
honored at the November celebration of Retired
Teachers Week, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving
and the 72nd Birthday of Division 10. They
each received Certificates of Recognition and a
lovely engraved medallion. Those members
who sent in short biographies but who were
unable to attend received certificates by mail.

A collection of these short biographies was on
display along with several Division scrapbooks
prepared by previous Historians. It is hoped
that this new tradition of honoring our 25 year
members can be continued each year as we
approach our “Diamond Anniversary” of 75
years in 2014. Thanks to all who made this
possible. Bette Samuelson, Historian
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Welcome New Members!

Kathleen Prueitt-Penner
Deidre Putnam

Mary Bensing
Edna Dawson

Cheryl Decker Jerri Yandell
Larry Dienstein Jack Wilcox
Volunteer

YOU nal l do it! o Just

Call: 559-222-4106
Mail: Nancy Weiser
3025 E Northdale Ave * Fresno, CA 93726-2319
Email: CalRTA Volunteer Hours
bnweiser@comcast.net

Dues Reminder

Just a reminder! The new dues structure
begins Jan.l, 2012. If your renewal date is
12/31/11 or prior—your dues are $42 for the
coming year. If your renewal date is 1/31/12 or
later—your dues are $45 for the coming year.
Dues Deduction members will see the first
increase on the February 2012 warrant. The
increase is $.25, so $3.75 will be taken out of

yavengoathly check. hour s .

‘Tis to Laugh

Why do you have
cents inde. But
for your though

extra penny going?

\II’ y '
Happy Holidays! \ l
Please bring a wrapped gift to
the Dec.14, meeting. We will
deliver them to the residents of a local care

facility. Stamps, stationery, Christmas cards to
sah®, bokks, lamdlOlap robes, make good gifts.

n [(Nb fodd rtopliguidf) please.) Label it “male”,
Wh efergofesor ‘teithé't




